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A Muddy Draw for Nhill Rangers'

Nhill hockey round 6

ound 6 of WHA hockey saw NDSC — Hockey
Division play at Yanac. The day was not overly
cool with minimal breeze but there was a light
steady rain the whole day. Nhill played against

all Yanac teams, with two draws and two losses.
Bandits

The Under 12 Development Program team Bandits played
against the Lowan Stars.

From coach Rickie:

Wet wet wet... welcome to winter sport.

Great game. There was about 5 minutes at the start of
the game where Yanac got 2 quick goals and we were still
contemplating why we play in the winter. After that it was a
very even game.

Our back line played amazing and tackled beautifully and
not giving away any free hits because of this. It was a hard slog
in the centre under pretty slippery conditions.

Termire £ ©

THE TERMITE MAN

Nhill Rangers after their muddy draw with Yanac Tigers.
Photo Rachel Clark

Awards went to Molly for her brilliant defence game; Stella
for her runs with the ball and good control; Maddy for her
great game and determination in the wet and mud.

Final score: Bandits 0 lost to Yanac Lowan Stars 2.

Goal scorers: NA.

Miller Transport Tiger Cash: Molly.

Lanes & Games: Stella.

Marra Award: Madalyn.

Well done to Alyssa who played for the Warrack U12s and
scored her first ever U12 goal, funny that it was for another
team!

Leopards

Q1 The early 9.30am game again this week. There was
already a light rain, and the fields looked good with a short
cut, although a little slippery. Daniel got a good jump start
on the game with a goal only about 5 minutes in — a flick
followed by a roll!

Q2 Warriors fought back and leveled scores midway through
the quarter. With 6 minutes to go Barrett sent a reverse stick

Already Have In-Ground Termite Stations?

v/ Quarterly station inspections to ensure performance

v/ Comprehensive Termite Inspection & report
V] Treatment if termite activity is detected

v/ Detailed expert report after every visit

5382 2993

Website

Exclusive to properties with existing in-ground termite stations

in to goal.

Half time score: 2-1 up.

Q3 Warriors again leveled the score. Ben lifted the tempo
in the second half and did a lot of great defence and midfield
work. Jack was cutting off a lot and doing some great clearances
from full back and pushing further up.

Q4 Midway through Barrett sent the ball into the D and
Zade got a deflection to score his first ever U16 goal! Well
done. Warriors again levelled the scores.

Warriors had to have multiple shots to get passed goalie Nile
and his quick reflexes!

Final score: Leopards 3 drew with Yanac Warriors 3.

Goal scorers: Barrett 1, Daniel 1, Zade 1.

Umpire votes: Ben 3, Jack 2, Daniel 1.

Nhill IGA voucher: Nile.

Lanes & Games: Zade.

Good job Zade and Maddy for filling in for the Warrack

Revengers after the Leopards game!

Continued on page 14

Termite stations only work when properly maintained -

regular servicing is essential to keep your home protected
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Nhill Library and
Dimboola Library
and Customer Service
Centre Temporary

Closures

DiMBooLA B
LIBRARY AND
CUSTOMER
SERVICE CENTRE

NHILL
LIBRARY

THURSDAY THURSDAY
18 JUNE 18 JUNE
2026 2026
10:00 - 11:30am 2.00 - 3:30pm

THE Nhill Library and Dimboola Library and Customer
Service Centre will be closed for a short period on Thursday
18 June 2026 for staff training.

The Nhill Library will be closed from 10:00am - 11:30am,
and the Dimboola Library and Customer Service Centre will
be closed from 2:00pm - 3:30pm. The Nhill Customer Service
Centre will remain open during this time.

Please direct any urgent enquiries to our Nhill Customer

Service Centre on (03) 5391 4444.

June
17th- West Wimmera Shire Council Meeting &
Community Forum Benayeo; 2pm.

23rd- Classic Movie: Foul Play;10am morning tea,
screening at 10.30am; Nhill Memorial Community Centre.

24th- NHILL CINEMA: The Devil wears Prada screening,
7pm at Nhill Memorial Community Centre.

July

2nd- Scott’s BMX Trick Bike Show, 2.30pm, book through
Kaniva Link.

21st- Nhill Classic Movie: Beach Party; 10am morning
tea, screening 10.30am, Nhill Memorial Community
Centre.

If you have a community event that you would like
publicised in this Community Calendar, please email
editor@nhillfreepress.com.au or send details to us at 27
Victoria Street Nhill, 3418, to have it listed. This is a free
service, although paid events and meeting notifications
must also be placed as a public notice.

District Weekend Weather Forecast

) Thursday Min Max
Rain 12 16
) Friday Min Max
- Rain 9 14
) Saturday Min Max
Rain 8 14
0 Sunday Min Max
Cloudy 6 13
Weekly District Rainfalls
9th June to 8am - 16th June 2026
Yanac Brett Wheaton 12.5mm
Kinimakatka Rodney Bound 15.2mm
Kaniva Katrina Hawker 15.0mm
Nhill Jim Gladdis 14.5mm

Less Hassle For Parents
— And More Support For
Our Kids

LABOR is making life easier for parents and helping

children thrive by:

* offering a digital alternative to the green book

* investing in early intervention support for developmental
delays and autism

New digital green book

After the birth of a baby, parents receive a free My Health,
Learning and Development Record, commonly known as
the ‘green book’.

The other thing commonly known about the green book is
that it’s cumbersome, heavy and messy.

People have to lug it around with them everywhere.

We're providing a more practical option for families.

From today, families can access a new digital version of the
green book through the Parent Portal on the Service Victoria
app and website.

No more worrying about losing the book or remembering
to bring it to appointments.

The information will be stored safely and securely on your
phone.

The Parent Portal will be accessed by parents and carers of
up to 80,000 new babies in Victoria each year.

Parents or carers can create a profile for their children,
including key health and development information such as a
growth tracker, digital birth certificate and birth registration.

The physical green book will still be available if you want
it, and used alongside the digital version.

Additional features will be added to the online portal over
time.

To access the Parent Portal, go to service.vic.gov.au or the
Service Victoria app.

State-led support to thrive

Children aged eight and under — with low to moderate
developmental delay or autism — deserve support to thrive.

That’s why Thriving Kids launches in Victoria from October
this year.

Thriving Kids will bring together Victoria’s Maternal Child
Health system and early childhood education system with new
state-led support for children from birth to eight.

Two new development assessments will be available for every
child: one before kinder, and one before school.

Trained clinicians and allied health professionals will identify
development delays and connect families with support.

Allied health professionals and support workers will be
employed by the Government and based in services families
already use.

These include maternal child health, kindergartens and
early parenting centres.

With Thriving Kids, children can build on their strengths,
gain independence and develop skills they need for life.

Children with permanent and significant disability or high
support needs will continue to access the NDIS.

Jess Wilson’s Liberals want to hand out a voucher and tell
families to find their own private specialist when their children
start Prep.

This is too late for the most important early years.

The Liberals plan to cut $40 billion from our schools and
hospitals will lead to longer wait times and worse outcomes
for kids who need it most.

NHILL FREE PRESS

& KANIVA TIMES
DEADLINES

Nhill Free Press and Kaniva
Times are bound by the
Standards of Practice of the
Australian Press Council. If
you believe the Standards

Classifieds and
Casual Display:

10am Monday may have been breached,
Community, you may approach the
News and Sport: newspaper itself or contact
the Council by email

10am Monday . .
) (info@presscouncil.org.au)
(unless prior or by phone ([02]
arrangements 92611930). For further

are made) information see

http://www.presscoun-
cil.org.au.

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Police

DIAL 000

Local police

Nhill  (03) 5391 1022
Kaniva (03) 5392 2244

Police

CFA

DIAL 000

AMBULANCE

DIAL 000

SES

DIAL 132 500

~SES

LOCAL HOSPITAL

Nhill  (03) 5391 4222

Kaniva (03) 5392 7001

Rural Docbors (03) 5387 9900

GLADDIS

ENTERPRISES PTY LTD

NHILL FREE PRESS & KANIVA TIMES

Available at: Nhill Free Press & Kaniva Times, Nhill Supa
IGA, Caltex Roadhouse (near IGA), Amber’s Sweet Bliss,
Dimboola Bakery, Goroke Newsagency, Bordertown
Foodland, Rainbow Newsagency, Kaniva Community
Roadhouse, Doyle’s IGA Kaniva and Horsham
Newsagency.

NHILL OFFICE:

27 Victoria Street Nhill 3418.

Tel (03) 53911 555.

Email : editor@nhillfreepress.com.au

Other contact details:

Emily Gladdis (Editor) 0428 112 321
(editor@nhillfreepress.com.au)

Daniel Gladdis (Publisher) 03 5391 1555.
(editor@nhillfreepress.com.au)

Karen Sloan (Production) 0404 357 556 .
(production@nhillfreepress.com.au)

« The office may be unattended due to editorial demands.
ADVERTISEMENT LODGEMENT TIMES:

« Classifieds — 10.00am Monday

» Casual Display — 10.00am Monday

ARTICLES CONTRIBUTED:

« Community and News — 10.00am Monday

« Sport —10.00am Monday (unless arrangements made)

The Nhill Free Press and Kaniva Times are a member of the
Victorian Country Press Association. The Nhill Free Press and
Kaniva Times is owned by Gladdis Enterprises, edited by Emily
Gladdis and is published at WD News Publications,
Camperdown. Copyright in this publication is held by Gladdis
Enterprises. Reproduction of any portion including
advertisements and photographs without permission is not
permitted and may constitute an offence.

Copyright © 2026




FREE!
HINDMARSH SHIRE

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
PROGRAM

HINDMARSH Shire Council is delighted to announce a
fun-filled and diverse program for the upcoming June/July
2026 school holidays, with a fantastic range of activities
for young people and families across the Shire.

This FREE school holiday program features something
for everyone, including creative workshops like Make Your
Own Shrinky Dink, Cookie Decorating with Tegan, and
Get Creative with Turbo Gallery, as well as opportunities to
get active with a Basketball Clinic, Badminton Clinic, and a
Multi-Sports Day.

Young people who love to move can join Dance with Kath-
erine Fraser, while those looking for a more relaxed experience
can enjoy Board Games and Puzzles sessions and then unwind
at the Minions and Monsters Movie screening at the Nhill
Cinema.

NAIDOC (National Aboriginal and Islanders Day Ob-
servance Committee) Week will be held from Sunday 5 July
to Sunday 12 July 2026. To celebrate this significant week,
Hindmarsh Shire Council will host special NAIDOC Week
Story Time sessions in all Hindmarsh libraries, followed by a
themed activity for children and families to enjoy.

These sessions provide a meaningful opportunity for the
community to come together to celebrate the rich cultures,
histories, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples. NAIDOC Week is also a time to recognise the
strength, talent, and resilience of First Nations communities,
and to acknowledge the invaluable contributions they continue

to make across Australia.
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Hindmarsh’s June/July 2026 School Holiday Program

Council is proud to deliver a program that supports local
families and brings the community together through engaging
and accessible activities. These activities are supported by the
State Government, Engage! Funding and Hindmarsh Shire
Libraries.

Families are encouraged to register early to avoid missing

out on any of the activities.

WEEK ONE

MONDAY 29 JUNE 2026

Make your own Shrinky Dinks

Dimboola Library, 10am — 11lam
Cookie Decorating with Tegan
Nhill Memorial Community Centre, 1pm — 2pm
TUESDAY 30 JUNE 2026
Dance with Katherine Fraser
Dimboola Memorial Secondary College Hall, 10am — 11am
Dance with Katherine Fraser
Wimmera Lutheran College Nhill Multipurpose Hall, 1pm
—2pm
WEDNESDAY 1 JULY 2026
Badminton Clinic — Primary School Ages
MECCA Rainbow, 10am — 11:30am
Badminton Clinic — Secondary School Ages
MECCA Rainbow, 12pm - 1:30pm
THURSDAY 2 JULY 2026
Dance with Katherine Fraser
MECCA Supper Room — Rainbow, 10am — 11am
Dance with Katherine Fraser
Jeparit Memorial Hall, 1pm — 2pm
FRIDAY 3 JULY 2026
Multi-Sports Day
Jeparit Memorial Hall, 10am — 11:30am

WEEK TWO
MONDAY 6 JULY 2026
Basketball Clinic with Fab — Ages 9 and Under
Dimboola Stadium (Recreation Reserve), 10am — 11am
Basketball Clinic with Fab — Ages 10 to 13

Dimboola Stadium (Recreation Reserve), 11am — 12pm

Basketball Clinic with Fab — Ages 14 and Over
Dimboola Stadium (Recreation Reserve), 12pm — 1pm
NAIDOC Week Story Time
Jeparit Library, 2pm — 3pm
TUESDAY 7 JULY 2026
Cookie Decorating
Rainbow Neighbourhood House, 10am — 11am
Board Games and Puzzles
Nhill Memorial Community Centre, 2pm — 3:30pm
WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 2026
Cookie Decorating with Tegan
Jeparit Library, 10am — 1lam
Cookie Decorating with Tegan
Dimboola Library, 1pm — 2pm
THURSDAY 9 JULY 2026
Get Creative with Turbo Galley
Turbo Gallery Rainbow, 10am — 12pm
Board Games and Puzzles
Jeparit Library, 2pm — 3:30pm
FRIDAY 10 JULY 2026
NAIDOC Week Story Time
Rainbow Library, 10am — 1lam
NAIDOC Week Story Time
Dimboola Library, 10am — 11am
NAIDOC Week Story Time
Nhill Library, 1lam — 12pm
Nhill Cinema: “Minions & Monsters
Nhill Memorial Community Centre, lpm — 3pm

For more information, visit www.hindmarsh.vic.gov.au/
school-holiday-program. Alternatively, you can contact our
Community Wellbeing and Youth Officer on (03) 5391 4444

or email youth@hindmarsh.vic.gov.au.

scan to register

Registrations submitted prior to
school holidays are much

appreciated!
=} Children under 11 years of age are required to
have parent/guardian supervision.

Kealy urges country motorists to have their say

THE Nationals’ Member for Lowan, Emma Kealy, is calling
on residents across the Wimmera and south-west Victoria
to flood the RACV with feedback on the area’s worst roads.

The RACV has launched its annual My Country Road survey
to ask Victorians for their thoughts on the most dangerous
country highways identified by RACV, or to nominate a
regional road they believe urgently needs safety improvements.

The Western, Henty, Pyrenees and Glenelg highways are
among those the RACV has identified.

Ms Kealy said more than half of serious road crashes in
Victoria happened on regional roads, and many on highways
identified by the RACV as high-risk due to their design and
crash history, including the Western Highway.

Of the 114 people killed on Victorian roads so far this year,
68 of these deaths occurred in regional areas.

“Our roads and highways are our lifeblood, but they are
disintegrating because of lack of funding and maintenance,”
Ms Kealy said.

“Major thoroughfares like the Western Highway are falling
to bits. This is the main route from Melbourne to Adelaide
and yet it is riddled with potholes, shoulders are crumbling,
and the promised duplication has been stalled since 2019.

“The fact the RACYV is even running this survey shows we
have a major problem. “Labor talks about ‘rebuilding and
repairing’, but our roads are worse than ever.

“Our communities are paying the price for a Labor govern-
ment that has got its priorities all wrong.

“Only the Nationals will work with rural and regional
communities to deliver the investments in roads that our
communities need and deserve.”

Ms Kealy encouraged people to visit racv.com.au/haveyoursay
to log their concerns. The survey closes on 17 July 2026.

GATES OPEN 11.30AM / KIDS U17 FREE / EFTPOS AVAILABLE ATTHE BAR

Any questions please contact Leteesha
bordertownracing@bigpond.com or 0439 521 312
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Some history of the district
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THE ORIGIN OF “COWDYS"IN NHILL

-

DIRECT l"li:fl.\l AMERICA.
WIRTH BROTHERS

WILD WEST SHOW!

COMING BY MPECIAL TRAIN

Nhill Show Grounds,

AT TWO OCLOCK,
Grand Open Air Carnival.
BOYS AT WORK ;l,':_;-l—'f-;;'.\'l; WILD CATTLE AXND
UNBRORKEN HORSES. RIDING BUCKJUMPERS
ADMISSION TWO SHILLINGS

Our Mammoth Circus

IN THE EVENING

On the

cow

AT § O'CLOCK.
Somewhere in the centre of the Town.
ALL l‘l:i—f\'IL)L‘.\..lfl'l'IJIZI'.'\‘ ECLIPSED,

RED AND DUSKEY WARBRIORS.
GENUINE AMERICAN INDBIANS.

(All the Createst Tribes represented
Thrilling Episode Grea® ‘\[_l;-_c:h Ever Seen Under Canvaz
TWO RINGED CIROUS, STAGE AND ROMAN HIPPODROME.
Mammoth Fo n:-.'-v Tent, the l\rk-_'x':il-ru-l of Canvas cver hoisted ia
Acstralagia, Qo ras Company of the Most Dariag Cowboys in the
| 'uhl“;lnlnr‘liyl'lvrl-rr
- CAPTAIN JACK SUTTON.
SCOUTS. GUIDES. INDIANS.
Tt all combinad in this great Exhibition

{ Indian and Cow
ctions of the New

how.
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ALL EUROPZ'S GREATEST

All Featu

RIDERS IN THIS COLOSSAL SEOW
Is of Special Features

naster or Coach Agert for

Wirth's Wlld West Execursion

i(lill AR ¥

re, and Mondred

Tickets

st amphitheatro at Soven.
wins at 8 pm

RSION TICKET

One ticket

Do not forget our .\:-\i:r N 1 specially from Americs
headed o edy—
BERRY ) THE RYANS LULU
BILLY § THE ACKERMANS. } PEARL.

JAMES HUGO, Agent,

IN the 1890s, Nhill kids
adopted a brand-new game
— one they’d never seen,
never heard, and certainly
never been taught. It was
Cowboys & Indians.

It was sparked by a Wild
West Show rolling into town.

On 29 December 1890, the
“Wild West” came to what
many already called the “Wild
West of Victoria”. Not because
of gunfights, but because
Nhill’s raw timber and iron
buildings looked uncannily
like the frontier towns of
America.

The show was part of a dou-
ble attraction staged by Wirth
Brothers, who also brought a
massive circus — the largest
spread of canvas ever seen in
Australia. The whole spectacle
arrived by train from Adelaide
and began with a parade along
Nelson and Victoria Streets:
covered wagons, a stagecoach,
horses, cattle, an American
bison, real cowboys, and Na-
tive Americans direct from
the United States. Advertising
claimed that “all the greatest
Tribes” were represented.

While the Wild West Show
— billed as a Grand Open-Air
Carnival — played out in the
afternoon at the showgrounds,
roustabouts were busy erect-
ing a huge four-pole, two-ring
big top in the railway yards
opposite the Royal Hotel.

Advance Agent James
Hugo, who plastered bills
across Nhill and organised the
Free Press advertising, wasn’t
entirely sure where the circus
would fit, so the posters sim-
ply promised it would appear
“Somewhere in the centre of

the Town.”

Nhill was barely ten years
old, with a population just
over a thousand, yet the night-
time circus drew 1,400 people
from the district — a crowd
larger than the town itself.

The outdoor game of Cow-
boys & Indians flourished
from the late 19th century
into the mid-20th, fuelled
first by Wild West shows
such as the above, and later
by Hollywood films.

The game boomed, espe-
cially when cap guns, toy ri-
fles, and feathered headdresses
became widely available.

The “golden age” of west-
erns offered a simple world of
“goodies vs baddies”, perfect
for backyard re-enactments.

Popularity faded when
kids shifted to “war” games
or “cops and robbers”, and
cultural attitudes toward
Indigenous representation
changed.

But in Nhill, the origin sto-
ry was always local: a single
day in 1890 when a frontier
fantasy marched down the
main street and every kid
in town decided to keep the
show going.

Footnote: The First Circus
in Nhill

Wirths may have been the
most famous circus to arrive
by train, but it wasn’t the
first. In 1883, when Nhill was
only three years old, St Leon’s
Circus staged the town’s in-
augural spectacle. Residents
— only a few hundred at the
time — watched a parade of
men, women, horses, and a
menagerie of wild animals,

led by a band wagon.

WIRt ﬂ BROS ;{547 COMBINED SHOW.
E LATEST, SEH&ATION

~p \ELIFE!NTHEWII-DWEST -

John Williams -

For a young settlement bat-

tling isolation and monotony, ~ Treasures of Nhill &
it was no doubt a moment of District Facebook page
wonder. 17th May 2026.

JOHN SMITH NHILL WATCHMAKER/JEWELLER

L1

JOHN SMITH

JEWELLERS - NHILL
PHONE : 911841}

ON Victoria Street Nhill, just above the awning of Amber’s
café, a single word still rises in relief from the concrete
facade: WATCHMAKER.

It’s a quiet survivor from an era when every town relied on a
steady hand, a jeweller’s loupe, and a bench of tiny brass tools

— -

The Ring
that Binds

hmldealenCﬂl'

e b de—

Thoe & sdiag de wodl prele m
* meh o0 Deoty Lagrgrment Hog
aod nodag pow woukl fod sendy e sme pleore @ gy
tot a of couw, | & Migpows 10 e e o ow
Engagement Rings that Engage Altention!
They e w dast’y lodsed sad lowbod ood ghtrmag wib quley
IR b vl maite bex poved o your it sad you posed o b

| e — P e !

I Jeow S WOSOMCNE.E "o
to keep the district’s clocks, fob watches, and wedding rings
in working order.

For 80 years the shop was synonymous with the Smith
family—two generations who polished, repaired, and engraved.
But the story of this small building stretches further back,
through a succession of earlier jewellers and watchmakers who
each left their mark long before the Smiths made it their own.

What stands today as part of a quirky café that was once
one of Nhill’s most meticulous workplaces: a place where time
was literally taken apart and put back together.

Nhill managed to host not one, but two jewellers named
Smith in different eras, leaving me to untangle which Smith

" L N R - = e m-

| OMEGA WATCHES

¢

{ ® FOR 20 YEARS OMEGA HAS OFFICIALLY TIMED

THE OLYMPICS. After Los Angeles, Berlin, Garmisch

Partenkirchien, London, St. Moritz and Hensink|

THE MOST EXACTING AND IMPARTIAL EXPERTS

HAVE AGAIN CHOSEN OMEGA TO TIME THE

!._: 1956 OLYMPICS IN MELBOURNE. This is the

!," Highest Recognition any watch has ever received from
‘;:" the Nations of the Entire World,

]
|" LOCAL OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTORS

J
ij . VICTORIA STREET,

E R SRR I R SRR SRERE RS SRR e e

, NHILL
.’ Phone 77.
sl
ri’.ﬂ-os:" e

was polishing which watch because they were not related.

The first Smith was Peter Cockburn Smith, P.C. Smith,
who was an American-born watchmaker and jeweller from
Charleston, South Carolina. He immigrated to Victoria in
1857. After operating businesses in Stawell and Ararat alongside
his facher, he relocated to the one-year-old Nhill and opened
a shop In Victoria Street in 1881.

The second and unrelated Smith was John Robieson Smith

Continued on page 5
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JOHN SMITH NHILL WATCHMAKER/JEWELLER

Continued from page 4

J. R SMITE, 96,
Watehmaker & Jeweller, Nhill. '

\\*i\!lhnr tify the general public of Nhill asd district that be 7]
PUKCHASED the BUSINESS Istely conducted by Mr W. S, McNee,

and bas pow certsin lines of goods which he is going to clearat redoced
prices. Now is the lime to eecure bargaios.

A NG PRESENTS.—Hot water kettles and stands from &w op-
wards; teapota from 1706] upwards ; jam sod batter dishes from 52 6d up -
wards'; manicare sets and stands feom 154 61 upwards ; alternoca teaspoons, ﬁ-'-"' N
cake forks, ete,, from Te 6 upwards; silver-backed brushes, mirrors, snd : A S
combs, JEWELLERY-Gold and sliver watches, all prices, by bast > —%w B 5 s i S  —
makers : goid ¢r watch guards, large variety to chose (rom ; ribbea
guards and ha . RINGS-Engagement rings, dress rioge.  Brooches
{ every descr from 0a to 7 guireas; ladies’ peadants, siceve links, ser-
vielle riogs, elc., sots of catrvery ia cases. CLOUKS-S-day, acd all others.

@ Stock  kept op to first-class etandard. REVAIRS EFFECTED to

—

clocks, watches, nnd all kinds of jewellery.

J. R, SMITH, NHILL

O oy | | e | | | | f— | | — | — | f— Ly — | — O

| [
- ‘ N ——
|_ ] -3 oo ‘t‘g—wﬂ"" S -v-‘—-mﬁvqwu—

[ w A T C H E S ] (Jock) who was born in Scotland and came to Nhill to manage  John carried on the business until 1994.

Walter McNee’s Jewellers in Victoria Street, the shop with Away from the bench, John was a multi-instrumentalist

'-I.t s s et et e o o e

| ‘] “Watchmaker” stamped in concrete on the facade. and Bandmaster of the Nhill Brass Band for 29 years. He was
* ' McNee had taken over the shop in 1911 from William often called upon to play the Last Post at memorial services
| f ] Brooks, the first jeweller-watchmaker to operate at that Victoria  and gravesides.
PRICES AND STYLES TO SUIT & Street address after shifting his business from Macpherson After his retirementt he remembered the Victoria Street shop
EVERY :‘CC CET AND TASTE l Street in 1906. as relentlessly busy — often three weeks behind. Watches were

3 In 1914, “Jock” Smith purchased the business from McNee  the greatest challenge: with around 3,000 different types on
SEE THE RANGE AND MAKE l] and began trading under the name J.R. Smith, later J.R. Smith  the market, parts often had to be sourced from Melbourne, and

YOUR CHOICE NOW at . .. I] & Son. Over the next decades he built a reputation for precision,  in a typical year he repaired up to 1,500 watches and clocks.

[| : reliability, and a shopfront that always had something worth  On one occasion he threw two troublesome clocks into the
: " ” stopping to look at. Nhill depot rubbish heap, only for a local to bring them back
[ ¢ During the First World War and throughout the 1920s,  asking whether they could be fixed.

1% [] Smith regularly travelled to neighbouring towns — Kaniva Engagement rings were not a strong seller — couples were too

] |‘ J ) R. S M ' T H & s 0 N l] among them — where he set up temporary window and  embarrassed to shop locally — but wedding rings sold steadily.

] : i i3 Stroet. Nhill counter displays in local hotels. His Nhill windows were When asked to sum up a lifetime in the jeweller’s shop, John
| 29 Victoria Street, Nhill. .J equally well known: patriotic exhibits, casualty lists, and ~ Smith offered a characteristically understated verdict:

] ' ( B 37 oronn 77 %  wartime memorabilia drew crowds, and in 1956 his displays “Not too bad at all.”

0¥ ML A fras Ba e £05 \] featured specialised Omega timing instruments to mark the John died in Nhill in 1999 aged 70

) [ o #  Melbourne Olympic Games. The Watchmaker shop became a florist shop in 1994 “Classic

| - |] Jock’s son, John David Smith, apprenticed under his father ~ Blooms by Suz”.

41! |  and continued the long-standing pairing of watchmaking and

John Williams - Treasures of Nhill & District
Facebook page 4th June 2026.

TRIVIA

b Oremoem e lesieml o e rem a9 jewellery — a practical combination, given the shared tools

and the shared patience required. After Jock’s death in 1959,

CROSSWORD

Number 905
1. The French and what other nation sent colonists to New Zealand in the 1830s?
Across 2. What is a Thompson seedless?
3. At which Winter Olympics was a women's team in bobsleigh introduced?
1 In short Supply 4. Who was the Roman g(I)Dd of the underworld? ¢
4 Formal 5. What do Green Day, the Beverley Sisters, Ace of Base, Atomic Kitten, Blink-182, Cream,
announcements Depeche Mode, Destiny's Child and the Dixie Chicks have in common?
9 Reg ret 6. What does the C in ANZAC stand for?
. 7. A farrier is associated with which type of animal?
10 Nimble

8. The film title is My Own ...... Idaho?

9. A conchologist is someone who studies what?

10. “Where the deer and the antelope play’ is from which American folk song?
11

11 Repeated design

12 Expressed
. World War I flying ace Baron von Richthofen, the Red Baron, was credited with how many

gratitude "kills" before he himself was killed?
13 Difficult 12. A famous opera by Rossini is about the barber of where?
18 Quietness 13. What was the name of the step that ran under the bottom of the doors on early motor cars?
i 14. The autonomous region of Catalunya is in which country?
gg g:rCUIIar 15. What type of creature is a katydid?
oudless 16. The active ingredient in baking soda is sodium.....2
23 Educator 17. Wax on wax off is a classic line from which film?
24 Followed 18. Which Australian state or territory does not contain the letter A in its name?
25 Gems 19. Which ancient city was famous for its library and lighthouses?
. 20. Is it butterflies or moths that rest with their wings folded upright?
8 Colonies BONUS QUESTION: A Cambridge University undergraduates meeting on 16 January 1955 started
Down 14 Hard hats the development of the modern internationally competitive game of what?
1 Small crustacean 15 Rubbish TR'VIA ANswERs
2 Confess 16 Human spirit or
3 CaU.tIOUS soul ) “SYuIMATppn aanmadwoo Jo yaIrq 9y pasrewr 3unsow
5 Exmtemlent 17 WOI’Sh.IpS Anszaatun) 98puquie’) 661 YL *YAMSNY NOLLSANO SANOG S21j121Ing *0g BlIp
6 Domestic fowl 19 Audacity -qexay ‘G AIONIIOT UISYIION] *Q PI3 2IeIey] oY [, *£[ 2IBLUOqIEdIq *9T 199su] *GT uredg
7 Pays out 21 Theatre attendant "§1 preoq Supuuny €1 (143§ “TT SIIY 08 T Uy 41 U0 JWOL] Q[ S[[2YS °6 Mealid
*g 95101 £ sd107) *g somn [[e a1e L3y | °G OIN[] ‘¥ 700T '€ 2deIr) g ureirg 1eaIr) |

Seen anything interesting? Give the Nhill Free Press & Kaniva Times a call on: 5391 1555 Trivia by Tom Trifonoff of Australian Rural &
Regional News (ARR.News)
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Cancer experts urge men to open up
about their health

THIS Men’s Health Week, Cancer Council
Victoria is urging men to take steps to reduce
their risk of cancer, with latest data from
the Victorian Cancer Registry showing
men are more than 20 per cent more likely
to be diagnosed with cancer than women.1

The Victorian Cancer Registry also found
that for every 100 women diagnosed with
cancer, 122 men will be diagnosed, with men’s
cancer risk increasing further with age. By the
age of 75, one in three men will develop cancer
compared to one in four women.2

The five most common cancers in men are
prostate, bowel, melanoma, lung and head
and neck, accounting for 56 per cent of all
new cancer diagnoses in men.1

It is estimated that 3500 fewer men were
diagnosed with cancer between 2020 and the
end 0f 2023 than predicted, meaning men may
have missed important health checks and could
be at risk of later stage diagnosis.

With the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on
cancer diagnoses, Cancer Council Victoria’s
CEO Todd Harper AM said it was important
for men to get up to date with their cancer
screening and see their doctor if they notice
unusual changes.

“We want men to open up and talk about
their health with friends or family, a colleague
or health professional. We hear so many stories
about how important these initial conversa-
tions are in motivating change or a lifesaving
action,” he said.

The good news is that for many of these
common cancer types, Australia has free cancer
screening programs and resources to support
men.

“Many of the most common cancers affect-
ing men, including bowel, melanoma and lung
cancer, are linked to preventable risk factors,

but there are practical steps we can take to

reduce our risk,” Mr Harper said.

“Keeping up to date with cancer screen-
ings, taking steps to quit smoking or vaping,
reducing our alcohol intake, eating a healthy
diet and staying physically active can all make
a tangible difference. Seeing a doctor if you
notice any changes and getting checked early
is important too.”

Here are some top tips for men to help reduce
their cancer risk:

* Keep up to date with your bowel cancer
screening: People aged 45 to 74 should
do the free home test kit every two years
through the National Bowel Cancer Screen-
ing Program.

e Get support to quit smoking or vaping: Visit
www.quit.org.au or call Quitline 13 7848.

* Do your lung cancer screening. People aged
50 to 70 with a history of smoking may
now be eligible for a free lung scan every 2
years through the National Lung Cancer
Screening Program. Visit your GP to see
if you're eligible.

e Be aware of changes: Men of every age
should get to know their bodies and see
a doctor immediately if they notice any
unexpected changes.

* Be SunSmart: When the UV is three or
above, remember to use all forms of sun
protection. It’s also good to get to know
your skin — if you notice any changes in
shape, colour or size to spots, visit your GP
as soon as possible.

For more information, visit cancervic.org.au.

To find more information about cancer
prevention, visit cancervic.org.au. If you need
cancer information or support, call the Cancer
Council support line on 13 11 20.

REFLECTION

Good News for You
Public and Private Grief

Australia’s sport world recently paused for
Neale Daniher’s state funeral, to show respect
for him and for how his relentless personal
fight against motor neuron disease has raised
almost $200 million in the search for a cure.

As thousands of sports figures and fans
gathered at the Melbourne Cricket Ground,
millions more watched its direct telecast or later
news highlights. Family members, players, and
colleagues all shared their admiration for his
double-pronged attitude to any challenge - to
“look for the opportunity” and to “play on.”

Everyone sensed the death threat lurking in
his twelve-year fight, but no one could predict
when it would come.

By contrast, while that major public event
took place, I led a private graveside service for
a family who could never have anticipated the
fatal collision that had suddenly thrust grief
into their midst.

However, grief combines public and private
elements.

Public grief revolves around people’s achieve-
ments, their reputations, or their legacies;
which are major aspects of funerals.

Private grief affects those of us who are closer
to those who have passed, and it relates more
to who they have been than to their wider
influence. Not to belittle that wider influence,
but it keeps us from making them greater in

death than they have been in life. This grief
recalls their personal foibles or choices; their
hobbies or skills; sports loyalty; favorite music;
habits or quirky sayings; or what has irked
them or even made them a little disagreeable.
In short, their uniqueness as individuals and
what we have given to them and gained from
them.

Public grief may predictably return when an-
niversaries arrive, or through special memorials
to honor those we lose. But private grief can
recur without warning, when minor items or
events suddenly gain extra significance. This
is when we may find God’s comfort; from
deep within or through people who take time
to be with us in our tears, our smiles, or our
silence. Their empathy backs God’s promise
to guide us “through the valley of the shadow
of death,” as the bible describes it, and it helps
our healing to come.

This healing doesn’t wipe grief away, but
it reaffirms our own sense of value and how
others value us. It also increases our empathy
for others, so we begin to see how we may also
be agents of God’s comfort and care for them
in their grief and pain.

Noel Mitaxa
On behalf of a church near you

Inviting you to explore God’s love

YOUR DONATION
HELPS KEEP
THEIR HOMES

DONATE NOW

CLEANUP.ORG.AU




DO yourselves a favour and check out Gal-
lery Central in the next month. Focus on
‘Fibres and Fabrics’, opens on Tuesday 8th
June, this exhibition is a members and non
-members exhibition.

With much to see in a variety of mediums,
such a variety to enjoy. Don’t miss it. Opening
on the 16th of June will be an exhibition the
gallery has been lucky enough to be asked to
showcase. ‘Portraits of Belonging Exhibition’,
this is collection of portraits, accompanied
by their story of various Karen people in the
Nhill community. This is in conjunction with

Refugee Week, one of only a couple of regional

BOOK FAIR
FUNDS NEW
HERITAGE WALK
PLAQUES
SECpT- W

o s

at the new NAHC Heritage Walk signs

THANKS to profits from Nhill’s Book
Fair, the Nhill Aviation Heritage Centre
has replaced 40 plaques along the Heritage
Walk at the aerodrome.

The plaques feature photos and descrip-
tions of buildings from Nhill’s Second World
War RAAF Base. Built in 1941 as part of
the Empire Air Training Scheme, the base
accommodated up to 1,000 personnel at a
time. More than 10,000 servicemen and
women are estimated to have passed through
the Air School during its five years of opera-
tion before it was decommissioned and the
buildings sold in 1946. The only remaining
buildings from that era are the Bellman
Hangar, now leased by the Nhill Aero Club,
the Aero Club rooms and the Flight Office.
After a two-day clearing sale, only the con-
crete bases remain from the transportable
buildings brought from Ballarat. Many of
those buildings can now be seen on farms
and in towns across the district.

You can follow the 1.4-kilometre Heritage
Walk at any time. Pick up a guide from
the information stand at the NAHC and
step into the lives of the young men and
women who trained for service as pilots or
navigators, along with the dentists, engineers,
chaplains, mechanics , radio operators and
others who helped run the Training Base .

Thank you to all the Book Lovers who
head to the Book Fair every month. The
profits are helping keep Nhill’s aviation his-
tory alive and giving a boost to our tourism .

The NAHC is open every week

What’s Happening at the Gallery

galleries hosting these exhibitions. Only show-
ing for a fortnight. This has been initiated
by the Nhill Learning Centre, there will be
an opening to this exhibition on Wednesday
17th of June at 6pm. To help with catering
the Learning Centre has asked for a hands
up if attending for catering purposes, if pos-
sible. Don’t miss either of these exhibitions,
definitely both worth seeing. Sales are good,
volunteers are wonderful, if you're interested
in being part of the gallery, you don’t have
to be an artistic genius to be involved. Our
volunteers are a big part of being able to keep

the doors open, just say the word.
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VAGGINATI

IS THE BEST

PREPARATION

Influenza, COVID-19 and RSV viruses are always
changing, and the risk of serious illness goes up
if you’re over 65. By vaccinating regularly, you can

protect yourself before a new strain goes around.

Speak to your health professional
and book your vaccinations today
or visit health.gov.au/winter-vaccinations

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra
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Appreciation for Service

THE Grampians Regional
Advisory Council (RAC)
gathered in Ballarat for its
final meeting 10 May 2026.

Vivienne Nguyen AM,
chairperson of the Victorian
Multicultural Commission
thanked the members for
contributing their commu-
nity insights, lived experienc-
es, and perspectives over the
years - helping government
better understand and support
multicultural Victorians in
the region.

Grampians RAC mem-
bers were presented with a
certificate of appreciation.
The minister for multicul-
tural and multifaith Victoria
is grateful for your valuable
contribution and advocacy for
multicultural communities in

on the market.
Paint
Havin
your

and remove an

with anyones style.
eeland loo
Replace Tapware

canmake a
PowerPoints

more dated

and fresh.

Talking Real Estate
With Abbie Martin

Improving Your Property
Before Selling!

Thinking of selling? Here are some ways to
update your property before you put your home

multicultural

commission

the Grampians region. Local
Grampians RAC represent-
atives Mr John Millington
OAM and Ms Wendy Bywa-
ters both of Nhill were present
on the evening.

John Millington said,
“The Victorian Multicultural
Commission established the
Regional Advisory Council
(RAC) in 2017, it was my
pleasure to be a member from
the start. I saw the need for
our growing & expanding
Nhill Karen community to
be adequately represented at
State Govt level, particularly
around multicultural issues.
The RAC became a con-
duit to inform the Victorian
Multicultural Commission of
the many issues & challenges

impacting Nhill & the wider

paint peels and dirty walls throughout
home can make it look and feel old.
Applylnfg a fresh coat of paint can make your
home feel fresh and clean. Use neutral colours
dated colours. Neutral colours
are calming and gentle to the eye and also work

Update Blinds and Curtains ‘
Updating blinds and curtains will make your
home mor appealing and also add value to your
roperty. Ll%ht, airy curtains will make your home
more modern and spacious.

Tapware can often look old and worn. Simply

replocmg the taps, spout, mixer and showerhead
big difference to the room.

Replace Old/Broken Light Switches and

If your light switches and PowerPoints old, broken
and turning Yellow it can make your home look

han it actually is. New light switches
and PowerPoints will make the room feel newer

REAL ESTATE

Wimmera Region, particular-
ly around employment & set-
tlement support services, with
emphasis on the educational
support for the Karen chil-
dren’s needs whilst also being
mindful of the whole family,
especially the non-working
mothers. The RAC also gave
us the opportunity to voice
& promote new & emerging
issues as they arose. I re-
main hopeful, that the new-
ly formed structure replacing
the RAC, will continue to
support regional & remote
communities like Nhill as it
has in the past.”

“Wendy Bywaters com-
mented, “Because of distance
most of our meetings have
been online and it’s always

lovely to meet face to face, or

WESTECH

Add Storage

has. Having a

sellable.

Clean YourHome

Buyers often look for how much storage a home
large amount of cupboard
/wordrobe space, shelving and hooks will be
appealing to buyers. Built in robes with hanging
space and drawers are very desirable in bedrooms
studies and also laundries.

Improve Outdoor Areds

Make sure to mow your law, cut back trees, and
hedges. Clean up any dead leaves and remove of
weeds and dead plants. High pressure wash any
pavers/decking or even apply a coat of oil. A good
refresh of your garden will make your property more

Keep Up With Maintenance/Repairs

Make a list of little things that need repairing or
maintenance. If every room has something small
that needs doing, this will turn a buyer off and make
your home seem like it has heaps of problems.
When your home has nothing wrong with it, a buyer
will be more interested in purchasing.

Finally, keeping your house clean will make your
home look more appealing and give a great first
impression to potential buyers. This will show that
you take good care of your property.

reconnect with other Council
members. I've made lifelong
friends and gained a wealth of
experience. I can’t thank Vivi-
an enough for the insights and
knowledge that she brought as
chair to the group. We were
listening to, and I know we
made a positive difference
together. The highlight for
me was sharing Nhill’s good
news story of our Karen ref-
ugee settlement. Over the 16
years of Karen settlement in
Nhill our win-win story has
become an example of suc-
cessful migration not only
throughout Victoria and
Australia but the world. Of
course it’s not always without
some challenges but we learn
from each other and I know
what we have here in Nhill
is certainly worth sharing
with the world. I always felt
at home, and safe in every
meeting, where first Nations
people were acknowledged
and respected and the colour
of one’s skin was never an is-
sue. We all had a voice and I
felt we were all heard. 1 am
honoured and very grateful
for the opportunity to have
been part of the Victorian
Multicultural Commission,
Grampians.RAC.

Community engagement
will continue under Multi-
cultural Victoria.

©) WESTECH

New funding for Edenhope
and Apsley projects

WEST Wimmera Shire Council has secured funding for
two community infrastructure projects that will improve
accessibility, safety and community wellbeing.

Council has received funding under round 3 of the State
Government’s Tiny Towns Fund for a new shelter at Edenhope’s
Lake Wallace and for upgrades at the Apsley Hall.

Chief Executive Officer David Bezuidenhout welcomed
the announcement and said the projects would deliver lasting
benefits for both communities.

“These projects respond directly to needs identified by our
communities and will improve important community assets
that are used by residents and visitors throughout the year,”
he said.

“The Tiny Towns Fund provides valuable support for smaller
communities and helps ensure facilities remain accessible, safe
and fit for purpose.”

In Edenhope, funding will support the construction of a
shelter at the finish area of the Lake Wallace parkrun and
walking trail.

The shelter will include a roof structure, protective wall
panels, seating and a water tank.

The project will provide weather protection for volunteers,
participants and visitors using the Lake Wallace trail.

Lake Wallace parkrun has become a significant community
event since commencing in 2022, attracting local participants
and visitors from across the region and beyond.

In Apsley, funding will support essential upgrades to the
Apsley Hall.

Works will include the removal of asbestos-containing
materials, installation of new toilet cubicles including ambu-
lant facilities, replacement ceiling lining and improvements
to accessibility through construction of a new compliant
entrance pathway.

The upgrades will improve safety and accessibility while
supporting the long-term use of the township’s primary com-
munity venue.

Council will now work with project stakeholders to finalise
planning and delivery timeframes for both projects.

West Wimmera Shire Council acknowledges the support
of the Victorian Government through the Tiny Towns Fund
in making these projects possible.

KYLE LIVESTOCK

34-36 Progress Street, Kaniva

Great value versatile property with endless
applications /uses.

The property has had in excess of
$300,000.00 spent on renovations &
refurbishment in the past several years.

Very well appointed 3 bedroom brick veneer
home & adjoining hall with commercial style
kitchen & excellent amenities.

Ideally suited to small business or
conversion into accommodation.

Large bungalow plus 10mx7m garage.

Stuart Kyle: 0417 332 805

FOR A RELIABLE, UNIQUE & PERSONAL APPROACH WITH EXPERIENCE AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTACT US

LIVESTOCK, AGRONOMY & MERCHANDISE

g STUART KYLE LIVESTOCK & ESTATE MNGR ~ M: 0417 332 805
) JOCK MADDERN LIVESTOCK M: 0467 796 453 )
REALESTATE SAMMIE VIVIAN ADMINISTRATION T: (03) 53 922 266 REAL ESTATE
ANDREW HOOD AGRONOMIST M: 0458 504 005
RACHAEL McCARTNEY ~ PROPERTY MGMT  M:0475461390  rReD STEPHEN AGRONOMIST M: 0428 910 272 STUART KYLE REAL ESTATE MANAGER M: 0417 332 805
ABBIE MARTIN PROPERTY MGMT ~ M: 0486 267987  ANGUS LANGE AGRONOMIST M: 0407590 124 JO PERKINS SALES & OFFICE MANAGER ~ M: 0427 041 327

CHELSEA TINK ADMINISTRATION  T:(03) 53911069 pMELODY MADDERN  MERCHANDISE M: 0459 693 087 DAN COLBERT ~ RURAL SALES M: 0427 568 558




HAVE YOUR SAY on the Draft Council Plan
Actions 2026/2027

AT the Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 3 June 2026, Council
endorsed the draft Council Plan
Actions 2026/2027 for a period of public
consultation.

The draft Council Plan Actions 2026/2027
(the Actions) provide a focused and practical
roadmap for delivering on the Council Plan
2025-2029 and Municipal Public Health and
Wellbeing Plan. Developed through a com-
bination of strategic planning, community
consultation, and review of existing priorities,
the Actions are designed to drive tangible im-
provements in the quality of life for Hindmarsh
Shire residents while ensuring Council remains
responsive, efficient and forward-looking.

In addition to the specific actions outlined,
four overarching priorities have been identified
as guiding principles that underpin all areas
of Council’s work. These are:

* Closing the loop with the community
* Using plain English (reducing jargon)
* Making processes easier and more consistent
¢ Clearly demonstrating outcomes and value

These overarching actions respond directly
to community feedback and represent a com-
mitment to improving how Council commu-
nicates, engages, and delivers services.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Before Council adopts the Actions, they
would like to hear from you! Please read the
draft Actions and complete the survey available
on the Have Your Say Hindmarsh website at
www.haveyoursay.hindmarsh.vic.gov.au.

Submissions close 11:59pm on Thursday
2 July 2026.

There are several opportunities to learn
about the Council Plan Actions and provide
feedback during this period:

IN PERSON through CEO Drop-ins:
e Nhill Library

Wednesday 10 June 2026
2:00pm - 3:00pm
* Dimboola Library and Customer
Service Centre
Thursday 11 June 2026
10:00am - 11:00am
* Jeparit Library and Customer Service
Centre
Monday 22 June 2026
10:00am - 11:00am
* Rainbow Library and Customer
Service Centre
Monday 22 June 2026
12:30pm - 1:30pm
ONLINE SURVEY via Have Your Say
Hindmarsh
Visit www.haveyoursay.hindmarsh.vic.
gov.au/hindmarsh-shire-council-plan-ac-
tions-2026-2027
Hindmarsh Shire Council Mayor, Cr Ron
Ismay said “Please take the time to peruse the
actions, community input is very much valued
by our Council. We debate and develop these
actions based on sentiment of our residents.
Any suggestions that may improve the actions
will be greatly appreciated.”
For more information, please contact Petra
Croot, Director Corporate and Community
Services on (03) 5391 4444, or email pcroot@

hindmarsh.vic.gov.au.

VFF calls for dingos to be removed from
the endangered species list in Victoria

THE Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF)
is calling on the Victorian Government to
immediately remove dingoes from Victoria’s
threatened species protections, following the
release of new genetic research that raises
serious questions about the scientific basis
underpinning current conservation policy.

The call follows publication of the 2025
Molecular Ecology paper Domestic Dog Intro-
gression in Australian Dingoes: Environmen-
tal Drivers and Evolutionary Consequences,
alongside recent research undertaken by the
University of Adelaide, which identified sub-
stantial levels of domestic dog ancestry within
south- eastern Australian dingo populations.

The VFF said the findings fundamentally
challenge the rationale for maintaining strict
endangered species-style protections for dingo
populations in North West Victoria.

VFF Acting President Peter Star said the
government could no longer ignore emerging
science while livestock producers continued
to suffer the consequences of failed policy
settings.

“The science underpinning current govern-
ment policy has shifted.”

“When populations contain significant levels
of historic domestic dog hybridisation, the
government must seriously reconsider whether
these animals should continue to receive the
same threatened species protections.”

The research found dingo populations in
eastern and southern Australia, including
regions directly relevant to Victoria contained
up to approximately 20-23 per cent domes-
tic dog ancestry, while more remote central
Australian populations remained far more
genetically isolated.

Researchers also concluded that previous
estimates of hybridisation may have been
overstated due to incorrect interpretation of
naturally occurring dingo genetic markers.

Mr Star said the Allan Government could
no longer justify maintaining rigid protection
arrangements while livestock producers across
North West Victoria continue to face escalating
stock losses, increasing wild dog activity and
growing animal welfare concerns.

“Farmers are paying the price for a policy
framework increasingly disconnected from
both the science and on-ground realities.”

“Two breeding seasons have now occurred
since protections were reinstated, and produc-
ers are reporting growing predation pressure
with fewer practical tools available to respond.”

The VFF said the current Authority to
Control Wildlife (ATCW) permit system is
failing farmers and creating unnecessary delays
for producers attempting to protect livestock
on private property adjoining public land.

The VFF is calling on the Victorian Gov-
ernment to:

* Remove dingoes from Victoria’s threatened
species protections;

* Immediately review dingo management
policy in North West Victoria;

* Restore practical control rights for
landholders;

e Streamline ATCW permit access and ap-
provals; and

¢ Reinstate a minimum three-kilometre
management buffer adjoining public land.

The VFF also called on the Government to
publicly release updated population model-
ling, livestock predation data and monitoring
information following the reinstatement of
protections.

“This has become a test of whether the
Government is willing to listen to science,
regional communities and common sense.”

“Conservation policy cannot come at the
expense of livestock welfare, farming business
viability and the safety of regional communi-
ties,” Mr Star said.
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Children return to playground they

GOROKE College students
returned to Goroke Kinder-
garten this week to celebrate
the completion of an inclu-
sive playground they helped
create as preschoolers.

In 2024, the Goroke kin-
dergarten children were asked
to help design their ideal play-
ground as part of the planning
process for the upgrade.

Each child contributed
ideas and selected equip-
ment they would like to see
included.

Some of the features they
requested included a swing,
trampoline, basket swing,
slide, stepping stones and a
boat.

Their ideas helped shape
the final playground, which
was delivered in April 2026
through funding from the
Department of Education’s
Building Blocks Inclusion
Grant program and support
from the Goroke Parent Ad-
visory Group.

This week, those children,
who are now in prep, grade
1 and grade 2, were invit-
ed back to see the finished
playground.

West Wimmera Shire
Council Chief Executive
Officer David Bezuidenhout
said the initiative highlighted
the value of student input in
community projects.

“Inviting the children back
to see the playground was a
wonderful way to recognise
their contribution and cel-
ebrate the value of student
voice,” he said.

“Their ideas played an im-
portant role in shaping this
space, and it is fantastic to see
those ideas brought to life in
the completed playground.”

Mr Bezuidenhout said
the project demonstrated
the importance of involving
children in decisions that af-
fect their learning and play
environments.

“Children often bring
unique and creative perspec-
tives, and this project shows
what can be achieved when
their ideas are genuinely
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considered,” he said.

The visit also provided an
opportunity for the former
kindergarten students to con-
nect with current children at-
tending the service and share
in the celebration of the new
playground.

The upgraded playground
features a fully accessible wet-
pour rubber surface, basket
swing, trampoline and a range

of inclusive play equipment
designed for children of all
abilities.

West Wimmera Shire
Council acknowledges the
support of the Victorian
Government through the
Building Blocks Inclusion
Grant program and the con-
tribution of the Goroke Parent
Advisory Group in delivering
the project.
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We do
let facts
get in the
way of

a good
story.

Country Press
AUSTRALIA

cause that's what facts do. They get in the way of wild
ust too

clicks o stirring outrage.
ight,

g what

e when the truth matters, shortcuts don't cut it

Trust journalism to deliver you the truth.

Support trusted journalism. Subscribe today.
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All classified advertisements must be submitted by 10am Monday

Emails: production@nbhillfreepress.com.au
Fax: 53 911 264 Phone: (03) 5391 1555

Lowana will be

CLOSED

For the week of

Jyne 2L~ 27

For renovations

] COMBUNITY FOOD A_SSISTANCE
Nhill Community Pantry

EVERY THURSDAY
) 10am to 12:30pm

at Nhill Lions Den T
HELP WITH FRESH FOOD & HEALTHY M[EALS

SITUATION VACANT
WEST WIMMERA BALING - NHILL
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION POSITION
PART TIME -

3 days/week school hours (16.5 hours)
We are looking for someone to join our team
of office staff.

Experience / skills required
- Excellent computer skills including
Excel and Word
- Experience with Accounting programs (MYOB/
Accountright) would be an advantage.
- High level of attention to detail
and accurate data entry.
- Ability to work independently while also
contributing positively to a team.
- Motivated and reliable with a ‘can do’ attitude
and the ability to multi-task.
- Respect for confidentiality and discretion.

Closing date for written applications is:
30 June 2026

West Wimmera Baling,

7281 Western Highway, Nhill 3418
wwbaling@gmail.com

Ph: 0353911089 (9.00am-3.30pm)

[ | ]
Classifieds

A Hindmarsh
I~l Shire Council

JOIN OUR TEAM

Join the Hindmarsh team and contribute to
our beautiful Shire. We are currently accepting
applications for the following position:

Plant Operator Labourer - Jeparit

Permanent Full Time (9-day fortnight)
Salary commencing at $67,634 per annum

Applications close 12noon on
Wednesday 24 June 2026.

Scan the QR code for details [E it
about this role and how to apply, .,.-
or visit our website: g
www.hindmarsh.vic. gov.aul R
work-in-council

You can also contact our Customer Service Centre
on (03) 5391 4444. You must have the right to live
and work in Australia to apply for this job.

NHILL FREE PRESS & KANIVA TIMES
DEADLINES

Classifieds and Casual Display:
10am Monday
Community, News and Sport:
10am Monday
(unless prior arrangements are made)

PRODUCTIVITY COMMISSION EXPOSES THE
COST OF LABOR’S RENEWABLES RAILROADING

FEDERAL Member for Mallee and Shadow Minister
for Regional Health, Dr Anne Webster MP, says the
Productivity Commission has confirmed what regional
Australians have been warning for years: Labor’s ide-
ological rush to renewables is damaging productivity,
driving up power bills, and placing an unfair burden
on farming communities.

The Productivity Commission’s June 2026 Productivity
Bulletin found that capital investment in Australia’s elec-
tricity sector has increased by 126 per cent since 2001-02,
yet electricity output has increased by only 14 per cent.
Australians are paying more, investing more, and getting
less in return.

“The Productivity Commission has effectively confirmed
that Australia is pouring billions into the energy system
without seeing a commensurate increase in electricity
output,” Dr Webster said.

“Regional communities are paying the price for Labor’s
renewables-at-any-cost agenda while city-based policymakers
lecture farmers about what is supposedly in the national
interest.”

The Productivity Commission also acknowledged that the
renewable transition is highly capital intensive and requires
substantial investment in transmission lines, storage, firming
capacity and supporting infrastructure.

However, Dr Webster said the Commission’s analy-
sis remains constrained by the government’s own policy
framework.

“The report asks how Australia can meet Labor’s emis-
sions targets more efficiently. It does not ask the more
fundamental question: what energy mix would deliver
the lowest-cost, most reliable and most productive energy
system for Australia?”

“That distinction matters.”

“The Productivity Commission has exposed the produc-
tivity problem, but it has done so within a framework that

assumes Labor’s renewable targets are fixed. Australians
deserve an energy debate that starts with affordability,
reliability and productivity, not ideology.”

Dr Webster said the consequences are particularly severe
across Mallee, where prime agricultural land is increasingly
being targeted for industrial-scale renewable developments
and transmission corridors.

“Farmers are losing productive land, communities are
facing growing social division, and families are watching
their electricity bills climb while being told the transition
is making life cheaper.”

“Labor promised households power bills would fall by
$275. Instead, families have seen electricity costs rise sub-
stantially while taxpayers are funding billions in subsidies,
transmission projects and renewable infrastructure.”

The Productivity Commission’s findings come as Aus-
tralia continues to experience weak productivity growth,
with Australians working harder while economic output
struggles to keep pace.

Dr Webster said overseas experience demonstrates there
is another path.

“Countries focused on energy security and productivity
are pursuing technology-neutral approaches that utilise a
mix of renewables, gas, coal, hydro and nuclear generation
according to their circumstances.”

“They are focused on increasing electricity supply, main-
taining reliability and lowering costs.”

“Australia should be doing the same.”

“For Mallee, this is about more than energy policy. It is
about protecting productive farmland, preserving the right
to farm, maintaining regional prosperity and ensuring
families and businesses can afford to keep the lights on.”

“Regional Australians should not be expected to sacrifice
their land, their productivity and their livelihoods to satisfy
a policy framework designed in Canberra.”

$15ahag
Phone Emily
0428 112 321

Did you know

For Sale notices under $100 are
FREE?

Give the Nhill Free Press & Kaniva Times
a call on: 5391 1555 or email

editor@nhillfreepress.com.au
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Kaniva Rampagers

The Kaniva Rampagers showed plenty of determination on
Saturday as they took on the Warrack Avengers in freezing
conditions, with rain falling for the entire game.

Despite the weather, Kaniva came out strong in the first
half. Avery and Elvi both found the back of the net, giving the
Rampagers an eatly lead and plenty to be excited about. The
team moved the ball well and worked hard across the field,
showing the skills and teamwork they have been developing
throughout the season.

It was also great to welcome Kaitlyn and Elenor for their first
games with the Rampagers. Both players jumped in enthusi-
astically and contributed well to the team effort. Meanwhile,
Reagan and Lonny displayed excellent sportsmanship by
helping Warrack field a full side for the day.

Warrack came back strongly in the second half, managing to
score four goals and take the match 4-2. However, the scoreline
did little to dampen the spirits of the Rampagers, who never
stopped trying despite the cold and wet conditions.

This week’s coach’s award went to Lacey for her positive
actitude and willingness to get involved no matter the weath-
er. She attacked the ball confidently, showed some excellent
dribbling skills, and was always eager to be out on the field
helping her team.

The final score was 4-2 to Warrack, but the Rampagers
should be incredibly proud of their effort, resilience and
enthusiasm in some very challenging conditions.

Kaniva Raiders

The Kaniva Raiders took on the Warracknabeal Revengers
in challenging conditions this week, battling through persistent
rain and a field that had turned to mud by the final whistle.

The first quarter was evenly contested, with Kaniva spending
more time attacking than defending, Warracknabeal threatened
with a strong run towards goal, but Ruby was up to the task,
making an excellent save to keep the scores level.

Kaniva broke through in the second quarter with a well-
worked short corner. Delta pushed the ball out to Jonas, whose
initial shot was defended. After a Warrack defender slipped,

[

Kaniva Cobras’ Clint Beattie sends an aerial ball up the wing
against Warrack Hoops, a particularly effective way to move the
ball on Saturday.

Photo Rachel Clark

A WET & MUDDY SATURDAY OF HOCKEY!
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Jonas recovered the ball, worked his way around the defence,
and pushed it back through to Delta. Following a tussle with
the goalkeeper, the ball deflected off the keeper’s pads and
into the goal. At the other end, Ruby stood strong again,
successfully defending two Warrack short corners.

The Revengers hit back in the third quarter with two field
goals to take the lead. Kaniva continued to apply pressure,
creating several attacking opportunities and spending long
periods in their forward half, but were unable to find an
equaliser despite repeatedly forcing the ball into the circle.

The final quarter saw more even play, with both teams
earning short corners but neither side able to convert. The wet
conditions slowed the game considerably, resulting in plenty of
short passing and hard-fought contests for possession.

Despite a determined effort from the Raiders, the game
finished with Warracknabeal claiming a 2-1 victory. The
team showed plenty of resilience in difficult conditions and
never stopped competing right to the end.

Votes: Jonas 3, Reagan 2, Delta 1

Goals: Jonas

Coaches Award: Ruby

Kaniva Women

If anyone was hoping for perfect hockey weather, they were
disappointed, but the farmers were happy.

In cold, wet and very muddy conditions, the Kaniva Women
took on Warrack Women at Yanac, where staying upright was
almost as challenging as finding the back of the net.

With a shortage of players due to Country Week injuries,
wedding preparations and other commitments, Kaniva took the
field with just six senior players, calling on six junior players to
make up the side. Many of these juniors are becoming regulars
and looked right at home alongside their senior teammates.

Knowing fancy stick work was likely to end with someone
sliding into next week, Kaniva adjusted their usual style of play
to suit the slippery conditions. The simple game plan paid off,
with Kaniva controlling the majority of the play and creating
plenty of scoring opportunities despite the mud trying its best
to claim players, sticks and ball.

Kaniva finished with a convincing 40 victory. Haley Pearse
led the scoring with two goals, while Lewis Williams and Skye
Braisby each added one to the tally.

Club Votes: 3. Skye Braisby, 2. Haley Pearse, 1. Imogen
Dickinson.

Umpire Votes: 3. Imogen Dickinson, 2. Haley Pearse, 1.
Skye Braisby.

Kaniva Cobras

Round 6 of the Wimmera Hockey Association 2026 season
saw the Kaniva Cobras travelling to visit the home of our nearest
neighbours the Yanac Tigers, where we took on competition
leaders - the Warracknabeal Hoops. The Hoops of course riding
high after a narrow victory against the Tigers, but the Cobras
also confident coming off a tenacious and hard fought win
against the Hurricanes, in a game so taxing it took 2 weeks
to recover from.

Conditions may have reminded Karl of Glasgow as steady
rain had been falling all morning and greeted both teams as
they ran onto what could be described as a heavy field, full
of footprints from the Women’s game previous. Jonathan -
promoted to centre-forward due to a couple of outs - got the
game under way and the ball was shooting back and forward
down the field early while both teams tried to adapt and get
used to the deteriorating conditions under foot.

The Hoops seemed to do this first and late in the quarter

converted a penalty corner, to take the lead. Cobras were
then able to use the restart to press an attack of their own,
but couldn’t convert before the first break. Coach Braisby was
near speechless at quarter time. Not only was she puffed from
her teams own victory before, but neither she nor this author
had seen a game like it.

As the rain continued and the mud underfoot became more
viscous the Cobras seemed to settle in the 2nd quarter and
had their best passages of play for the day. A very even quarter
played out with both goalies being called into action for some
skillful saves at each end. Neither side was able to score.

The main break was as welcome as the 10mm that had fallen
for the day. Heavy legs needed a spell and it was about now the
rain eased off a little. Coach Braisby was near speechless again.
Clint’s hamstring had decided it was sick of these conditions
and so there were no more Cobras left on the bench. Words
of encouragement and enthusiasm took the place of the usual
strategic maneuvering.

As the game slowed down in the 3rd quarter those who
could throw the ball overhead and be strong in a tackle were
the ones who shone. As slipping turned to sliding the Hoops
reminded everyone that hockey is still hockey, quick passes
and running to space will work no matter the conditions as
they put pressure on the Cobras defence to first win and then
convert another penalty corner to put them 2 up.

In the final quarter Charlie struggled to see the White lines
as the game and players became bogged down and scoring
nigh impossible. Another tight tussle of a quarter gave those
brave spectators watching plenty of individual contests to
enjoy. Even umpire Thomas was bowled over by the standard
of play. Jonathan may have described play and conditions as
‘Dyerbolical’ and when the final whistle sounded Goalie Tom
was no doubt happy to bid ‘Adyous’ to the circle.

Describing this as a ‘dirty’ game was no reflection on the
umpiring or underhandedness of the players. An enjoyable
and tough game played in great spirits and sportsmanship for
both teams. True grassroots hockey. Cheers and even a joint
photo were had as Simon was able to offer a ‘Good win’ as
congratulations to the Hoops.

Final Score: Warrack Hoops 2 - Kaniva Cobras 0.
Votes 3 Tim Jorgenson 2 Sam Dickinson 1 Karl Glasgow

- o -l h < g - N
Nathaniel Dickinson navigates through the mud against Warrack

Hoops, and was named best on ground for the Kaniva Cobras.
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Courier

Horsham to

Bordertown
D

0427 401 978
0439 912 036

GAMPBELL SIL0OS =

Manufacturers-of
silos and field bins

HPC

SHAM PAVING ENTRE

MASONRY

Manufacturers of Pavers
and Concrete Sleepers

Suitable for: Pools, Pergolas, Patios,
Walkways, Veranaahs, Driveways,
Entrances & Footpaths

37 Kenny Road, HORSHAM 3400
Ph: 0353 826627

Fax: 0353 810693 Mab: 0418 504 542

E: horshampavingcentre@bigpond.com

W: www.horshampavingcentre.com.au

experience

« Vehicle servicing (including
logbook servicing)

* Fleet servicing
« Diagnostic scan tool
» VACC member
Open 8.30am - 5.00pm
Monday - Friday

03 5391 1515
65 Victoria St, Nhill

Western Electrical
Solutions

Brad Williams

Mob: 0400 412 490

Email: brad.wes@outlook.com

REC 31643

Trades & Services

Domestic Bores
Irrigation Bores
Fully Licensed Owner-Operator
Prompt & Reliable Service

0428 578 587

SCHULZ

Locally owned and
opperated plumbing
and qgas fitting
business.

Servicing the
Wimmera

0482 446 194
\- J

NHILL THAI MASSAGE
Traditional Thai Massage,
Relaxation Deep tissue,
Sport massage Therapy

Natural Product

0413 976 182
FB: Nhill Thai massage

Open 7 Days | 10am - 9p
7 Victoriast, Nhill
Massage therapy |

Professional Therapist |

D and J MORGAN

HOME RENOVATIONS
BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
and LAUNDRY

DAVID MORGAN

Mab- 041 950-2884
E- dmjmmorgan@gmail.com
DB-L 76112

DIRECTORY

Call us on 5391 1555 or email production@nhillfreepress.com.au to book your listing

SHEDS GARAGES
BARNS CARPORTS
ALWAYS COMPETITIVE

03 53 929 243
0427 039 115

. ir
dinkam
- SHEDS

Ak

% f

HAY CONTRACTING

BROADACRE
SPRAYING

TRANSPORT

0487 913 307

Halfuway
MOTHORS

Your Local Repco service centre
Vic Roads LV Roadworthy Tester
RACV Roadside Assist, Call 1311 11
Located at 60 Victoria St Nhill
For Enquiries Ph: (03) 53911039

Find us on Facebook or
Visit our website

www.halfwaymotors.repcoservice.net

NHILL FREE PRESS
& KANIVA TIMES
DEADLINES
Classifieds and Casual
Display: 10am Monday
Community, News and Sport:
10am Monday
(unless prior arrangements
are made)

Mhill Gutter ¥ Cleaning g Services

« Gutter Cleaning
+ Roof/Solar Panel Cleaning
« Tank Cleaning
« Concrete Cleaning
(Driveways, Footpaths & Patios)
« Hot & Cold Pressure Washer
(leaning

Stuart
0429 261 934

BREAKDOWNS,
SERVICING, REPAIRS

e

OUTBACK DIESEL

s
BRANDON ROBERTS
0437 866 837

OUTBACKDIESELMAINTENANCE
@GMAIL.COM

Halfuway
MOTHRS

Your Local Repco service centre
Vic Roads LV Roadworthy Tester
RACV Roadside Assist, Call 1311 11
Located at 60 Victoria St Nhill
For Enquiries Ph: (03) 53911039

Find us on Facebook or
Visit our website

www.halfwaymotors.repcoservice.net

Sp ace
Available

Advertise here
for a minimum
3 months
and see your
business grow.

H

W & H CANNELL
BUILDERS
0427 913 199

Kitchens

Pergolas

Car Ports

Verandahs m AT
Extensions IIIEEITETEN
Bathrooms DB-U 36079

Renovations

wayne@cannell.com.au

WESTERN
GENERAL

Insurance Agencies

General Insurance
Brokers

Graeme Deleeuw
0428 504 816

Elliot Borgelt
Horsham (03) 5382 0344

Western General Insurance Agencies Pty
Ltd (CAR 289255) ABN (56112832121)
Corporate Authorised representative of
Community Broker Network Pty Ltd
AFSL 233750 |ACN 096 916 184

CHURCH NOTICES

CHURCH NOTICES

Nhill Uniting Church

Sunday 21 June

10am

Kaniva Community
Church
Sunday 21 June
10am Services at 108
Commercial St., Kaniva

Serviceton Church
Serviceton Recreation
Reserve 10.30am

Christian

o Churches

Sunday 21 June
Nhill Hub 10.30am
Horsham 10.30am

Australian

Nhill Seventh-Day
Adventist Church
Every Saturday 10.00am
Sabbath School 11.15am
Divine service. Vegetarian
Luncheon follows.
All welcome
7-8 Belcher Street, Nhill.
Pastor Marius:
0410 654 428
https://www.facebook.
com/Nhillsda.church.39

Anglican Church of
West Wimmera
Sunday 21 June

9 am St. George’s Nhill

11 am St. Augustine’s

Kaniva

Russell Trickey

Catholic Church, Nhill
SUNDAY MASS
Every Sunday
Mass 11am

Presbyterian Church
Sunday 21 June
Kaniva Service 9am

Nhill Service 11am

Bruce Meyer Session clerk

0407 312 096
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SAINT COUGARS UNDER 145

Match Report — Saint Cougars vs
Laharum
Sunday, 14 June 2026

Result: Loss — Laharum 10.9 (64)
def Saint Cougars 0.4 (4)
First Quarter

The game was played in steady rain from the opening
bounce, making conditions difficult and the ball greasy all
morning. Laharum came out strongly with the wind at their
backs, taking full advantage of the conditions to kick 4 goals
5 behinds (29) while holding the Saint Cougars scoreless. In
the back line, James read the play superbly at fullback and
was composed under pressure, while Lucius worked hard to
repel Laharum’s forward entries and showed excellent effort
throughout the quarter.

Through the midfield, Tyson was competitive from the
first bounce and drove hard through the centre, with Archie
providing great energy and link-up play alongside him. Up
forward, Christian led hard all quarter and presented as a
target despite the wet conditions, while Ben worked tirelessly
to create opportunities inside 50. The Saint Cougars were held
scoreless but showed plenty of fight in difficult conditions.
Second Quarter

The second quarter was a much more encouraging

performance from the Saint Cougars, who matched Laharum
across the ground. Chase and Liam were excellent across the
half-back line, using the ball well under pressure and providing
a reliable defensive foundation. Harry L was outstanding at
centre half-back, taking quality intercept marks and launching
attacks effectively — no easy feat in the slippery conditions.

Harry and Sam combined well through the midfield, winning
their share of the contested ball and moving it forward with
purpose. Up forward, Andrew led strongly and created good
opportunities, while Jake worked hard to provide a target inside
50. The Saint Cougars kicked 4 behinds (4) to Laharum’s 2
goals 2 behinds — the effort was cleatly there, but converting
chances into goals in the wet remained the key challenge.
Third Quarter

With the rain continuing through the third quarter, condi-
tions remained tough and the ball stayed greasy throughout.
Archer was resolute across half-back and won plenty of his own
ball, while Jackson showed great determination in defence and
kept Laharum’s forwards working hard all quarter. The Saint
Cougars’ defensive structure held firm despite the pressure.

Luke and Markus were strong through the midfield, working
tirelessly to win contested possession in difficult conditions.
Midway through the quarter, Tyson was moved into the ruck
and made an immediate impact — winning the ball cleanly
in the centre and giving the Saint Cougars a real lift. Up
forward, Billy led with purpose and was a constant nuisance

for the Laharum defence, while Mitch worked hard to apply
forward pressure. Laharum added another 2 goals 2 behinds
(14), but the Saint Cougars’ effort never wavered.

Fourth Quarter

The final quarter saw Laharum add 3 goals 1 behind (19)
to seal the win, with the rain persisting right to the final
siren. James was again prominent at fullback in the last term,
putting his body on the line to keep Laharum’s forwards at
bay, while Lucius was equally determined alongside him in
defence. Chase and Liam also held firm across the half-back
line, maintaining their defensive intensity right through to
the final siren.

Archie and Harry were tireless through the midfield in the
last quarter, continuing to win the ball and drive the Saint
Cougars forward, with Sam and Luke also putting in strong
shifts through the contest. Tyson continued his impressive
ruck work, providing a solid foundation through the stoppages.
Up forward, Harry D and Suryajith both worked hard all
quarter — Harry D taking the game on with good leads and
Suryajith providing energy and pressure inside 50. Christian,
Ben, Andrew, Jake, Billy, and Mitch all continued to work hard
to the end. The commitment shown by every player throughout
a tough, wet morning was a real credit to the Saint Cougars.

Best Players: 1. Tyson, 2. James, 3. Harry L, 4. Archie, 5.
Lucius and 6. Christian

KANIVA GOLF

CONGRATULATIONS to Jock Graeme Shurdington and
BJ Moar for burning up the course today at the opening
day of the Serviceton tournament. A lazy 48 points gave
the boys the win. Well done fellas

Congratulations to Fleur Finlayson winning the day on a

count back to Stacey Wallis-Rabone, both with 35 points. The

nearest the pins were- Nutrien #8 Fleur Finlayson, Dodsons
Hardware #11 A Grade went to Ian Austin and B Grade Denise
Wallis and Ahrens #17 Ian Austin.

Both the Meyer Bulk and Livestock #4 and the Hicks
Haulage #14 didn’t go off today. Our long putt and the cash
both went to Stacey today. Well done.

1996

NHILL GOLF

MILLINGTON .
: L. .

Annual June Tournament for 2026. It was a day where every
stroke counted with 18 hole competitions for both the Men
and the Ladies and the 36 hole Lowan Cup for the Men.

Thankyou to our sponsors for the day WestVic Spares and
Westmix Concrete.

Winner of the Ladies 18 hole Stroke Competition was Libby
Lacey with 84 off the stick.

Winner of the Lowan Cup, the 36 hole Men’s event was
Casey Schmidt from Horsham with 149.

Congratulations to all of the other winners on the day, too
numerous to mention.

The =

VICTORIAN |

Country Press Association ;%4 /]

emma™ 12 months to February 2017. Readership based on last four weeks.

4.1 million Australians read
community newspapers in print.

Survey conducted by Ipsos MediaCT, people 14+ ; Nielsen DRM February 2017, People 14+ only.

@'}}) NewsMedial\orks
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Lachie Mills was named best on ground for Nhill Rangers in their draw with Yanac Tigers.

Continued from page 1
Thunderbirds
Thunderbirds had a fun game in the muddy

conditions and had many spills and laughs.

Q1 Yanac scored midway.

Q2 Play was slow. Yanac scored again.

Half time score: 2-0 down.

Q3 A few short corners to Yanac and they
scored one.

Q4 Yanac scored twice. Thunderbirds
earned a short corner in the last 2 minutes
but Yanac’s defence was strong,.

Final score: Thunderbirds 0 lost to Yanac
Women 5.

Goal scorers: NA.

Umpire votes: Chloe Zanker 3, Nellie Gill
2, Caitlyn Rowe 1, Barrett 1.

DMD Tiger Cash: Kendra Clark and Cait-
lyn Rowe.

Ahrens Tiger Cash: Chloe Zanker.

Rangers

Rangers played the final game of the day
and by then the field was a bit torn up and
made for some great entertainment with mud,
slides and laughter.

Q1 Play was slippery and even. No score.

Q2 Tigers scored midway through.

Half time score: 1-0 down.

Q3 Midway through Sam ran the ball in
and pushed with the ball trickling through
the mud and passed Yanac’s goalie!

Q4 As the sky got darker and the coolness
set in the game was on and heating up. Tigers
attacked but Rangers were able to hold them
out. Well done!

Rangers’ defence was strong and successfully
defended about 10 short corners during the
game.

Lachie and Thomas were strong through the

midfield, Henry did some great goalie saves,

Nhill Leopards captain Jack played a great defensive game in their draw with Yanac Warriors.
Photos Rachel Clark

and Deegan’s aerial balls were particularly
effective.

Final score: Rangers 1 drew with Yanac
Tigers 1.

Goal scorers: Sam Bone 1.

Umpire votes: Lachie Mills 3, Thomas Krelle
2, Jason Reichelt 1.

Union Hotel Nhill voucher: Deegan Clark.

Nutrien Ag Tiger Cash: Henry Gill.

Good job Lee for filling in for Kaniva

Cobras right before Rangers’ game, which

gave him a good warm up!
Round 7

Nhill hockey’s next matches will be on
Saturday 20 June 2026 at Kaniva. Nhill will
take on Dimboola teams. Bandits at 12.30pm;
Leopards at 11am; Thunderbirds at 12.30pm;
Rangers - bye.

- Rachel Clark

r e e " 5 e A: 2 a5
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Yanac Tigers’ Simon Farmers moves the ball through the midfield

under pressure from Nhill Rangers’ Steven Carew, and was

amongst the best on Saturday.

Goals: Matilda Zanker (2)

1 - Aaron Pedie

= Goals: Brad Alexander

1 - Todd Alexander

YANAC HOCKEY RESULTS

Ui2 Development Program
Yanac Lowan Stars (2) def Nhill (0)

Encouragement Award: Lexie Rethus

U16

Yanac Warriors (3) drew with Nhill (3)
Goals: Zara Rethus, Imogen Hedt, Aaron Pedie
Umpire Votes: 3 - Liam Dickinson, 2 - Annabella Zanker,

Women

Yanac Women (5) def Nhill (0)
Goals: Lexi Farmers (2), Trinity Rethus (2), Erin Alexander
Umpire votes: 3 - Erin Alexander, 2 - Annabella Zanker,

1 - Lexi Farmers, 1 - Henry Zanker
Open
Yanac Tigers (1) drew with Nhill (1)

Umpire Votes: 3 - Brad Alexander, 2 - Simon Farmers,

Yanac Tigers’ Jaidyn Honeyman controls the ball in the air under
pressure from two Nhill Rangers opponents.
Photo Rachel Clark
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WIMMERA HOCKEY REPRESENTS AT VICTORIAN SENIOR

HOCKEY’S Victorian Senior Country
Championships were played in Bendigo
on the King’s birthday long weekend of
Saturday 6 to Monday 8 June 2026.

Wimmera Hockey Association had their
biggest representation at SCC since 2019,
fielding three teams, including the Wimmera’s
first ever Masters team at SCC.

There were 44 players across the three Wim-
mera teams, plus a few other players playing
for other teams.

All 6 Wimmera clubs were represented.

Local clubs were all well represented with
Nhill fielding 9, Kaniva 7 and Yanac 6, with
Dimboola, Horsham and Warracknabeal each
represented.

Games were 18 minute halves.

Two Wimmera umpires umpired during
the tournament, Caleb Baldock and Stuart
Hallett, and Stu had the honour of umpiring
the Open Men’s Gold Medal match! Jonah
Williams (from Bordertown) also umpired.

Thanks to everyone who took a turn doing
tech bench duties!

Nhill’s Rachel Clark coordinated the Wim-
mera SCC contingent.

WHA Open Men

Open Men was all one pool with 7 teams
competing,.

Wimmera’s Open Men’s team included 16
Wimmera players.

Locals Joseph Knoll, Jason Reichelt and
Henry Gill (goalie) from Nhill, Nathaniel
Dickinson from Kaniva, and Shaun Alexander
from Yanac played for the Open Men’s team.

The boys scored 2 wins and 4 losses, includ-
ing the match where Lightning scored in about
the last 10 seconds of the match!

With all teams playing each other once in
pool stage, there was only one final match
played, which was the Gold Medal Match.

Coach was Clint Beattie from Kaniva, and
Team Manager was Paul Mackereth from
Horsham.

Results:

All one Pool

WHA 2 (Tom Batchelor 1, Sandon Schultz
1) def Goulburn Valley 0.

WHA 0 lost to Lightning 1.

WHA 2 (Shaun Alexander 1, Tom Batchelor
1) def Ballarat 1.

WHA 0 lost to North Central 4.

WHA 0 lost to East Gippsland 2.

WHA 0 lost to Hockey Central Vic 7.

Final standing: 5th out of 7.

Gold Medal: Hockey Central Vic

Silver Medal: East Gippsland

WHA Open Women

Open Women was split into two pools, with
WHA in Pool A, with 11 teams competing.

Wimmera’s Open Women’s team included
15 Wimmera players.

Local girls Caitlyn Rowe and Lanie from
Nhill (and Elf Williams, technically), Imogen
Dickinson and Briony Williams (goalie for
most games) from Kaniva, and Erin Alexan-
der, Suz Hedt, Lexi Farmers, Imogen H and
Caitlyn Alexander from Yanac played for the
Open Women’s team.

The women had 3 wins, 2 draws, and 2
losses, including losing their semi final to
the eventual winners West Gippsland who
may have had a Hockeyroo in their midst.
Wimmera then drew their 3rd place play-off
with Hockey Central Vic, after a rush start
with a team forfeiting so the play-off match

COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

time was brought forward at short notice,
causing a rush to get on the field. Wimmera
scored early in the game, with HCV playing
out two short corners just prior to full time,
and then playing out a massive five short
corners after the final whistle to eventually
score their equalising goal. HCV were ahead
of Wimmera on the ladder after the pool stage,
so this ranked them ahead of Wimmera in the
event of the draw, to claim third place, with
Wimmera finishing fourth.

Erin had scored from a stroke in the Sun-
raysia game.

Captain was Caitlyn Alexander, with Alexis
Farmers as Vice Captain.

Coach was Clint Beattie from Kaniva, and
Team Manager was Rachel Clark from Nhill.

Results:

Pool A

WHA 3 (Ameilia Rintoule 1, Erin Alexander
1, Elf Williams 1) def East Gippsland 0.

WHA 2 (Erin Alexander 1, Caitlyn Alex-
ander 1) def Sunraysia 0.

WHA 1 (EIf Williams) lost to Hockey
Central Vic 3.

WHA 1 (Erin Alexander 1) def Geelong 0.

WHA 1 (Lexi Farmers 1) drew with North
Central 1.

Finals

Semi Final 2: WHA 0 lost to West
Gippsland 3.

3rd Place Playoff: WHA 1 (Caitlyn Alex-
ander 1) drew with Hockey Central Vic 1.

Final standing: 4th out of 11.

Gold Medal: West Gippsland

Silver Medal: Hockey Ballarat

WHA Women’s Masters

Women’s Masters was all one pool with 5
teams competing. This was the first time ever
that Wimmera has fielded a Masters team!
So this was very special, and there were no
expectations except to have fun. There is
definitely some quality opposition at this level
in this Masters 35+ division!

The Masters team had generated the most
interest in the pre-tournament build up, how-
ever with three players pulling out due to injury
prior to the tournament, and then losing two
players to injury, including four stitches, on
day one of the tournament, added further
insult. Masters were grateful the Tournament
Director allowed late inclusions, Yanac’s Erin
Alexander and Susan Hedg, to join the team,
which helped keep the team running! Erin
and Suz’s main team was the Open Women,
good sports to play both!

Wimmera’s Masters team began with 13
Wimmera players with the two additions for
a total of 15.

Helen Cannell, Catherine Tischler and Ra-
chel Clark from Nhill, Bec Curtis, Lisa Stim-
son, Leonie Shurdington and Nyree Hutchins
from Kaniva, and Erin Alexander and Suz
Hedt from Yanac played for the Masters team.

The Masters women had one draw and four
respectable losses.

Erin scored off a short corner in her trade-
mark style. Rachel scored the team’s only other
goal from a great run starting from full back
Helen hitting to Erin on the left who did a
fantastic switch to sister Suz who took a shot
which the goalie blocked but Rachel swept in
to goal on the run, with 10 seconds left on the
first half clock.

One highlight was for WHA life members
Helen and Rachel playing in Masters for the

Wimmera Open Women. Photos Rachel Clark

first time against former Warracknabeal rival
Jenny Ford who is also a WHA life member,
now playing for Ballarat.

Captain was Helen Cannell.

Coach was Helen Cannell from Nhill,
and Team Manager was Donna Krelle from
Kaniva.

Results:

All one Pool

WHA 0 drew with Peninsula 0.

WHA 1 (Erin Alexander 1) lost to Hockey
Central Vic 5.

WHA 0 lost to Ballarat 3.

WHA 1 (Rachel Clark 1) lost to East
Gippsland 2.

Finals

Preliminary Final 2: WHA 0 lost to East
Gippsland 2.

Final standing: 5th out of 5.

Gold Medal: Hockey Central Vic

Silver Medal: Hockey Ballarat

Extra

Kaniva’s Clint Beattie, just to add to his
busy schedule, also played for the Sunraysia
Men’s Masters for the weekend and ‘assisted’
two goals for them in one match to help them
to their only win for the weekend, which also
happened to be their only two goals scored for
the weekend! Clint also helped out coaching
the WHA Women’s Masters when time/fixture
allowed.

Rachel Clark
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NHILL FOOTBALL
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Under 11 best Ayden, Fabian, Liam, Austin and Patrick

Under 11s : Nhill vs Warracknabeal

BLUE RIBBON
Morrison Tiger cash: Austin

Morrison Tiger cash: Patty
Lanes and Games: Fabian
$10 coaches: Ayden

Under 14s: Nhill vs Warracknabeal

Nhill 65 to Warracknabeal 0
Matts Mowing: Lenny
Bistro at the farmers: Clayton
Azzas Tyres: Thee Thee
Under 17s: Nhill vs Warracknabeal
Nhill 1 to Warracknabeal 73
Matts Mowing: Kay Heut
Bistro at Farmers: Ethan Donell
Treadcare: Lenny Shurdington
$20 cash sponsored by Trevor Albrecht: Riley White
Reserves: Nhill vs Warracknabeal
Nhill 53 to Warracknabeal 45
Warrack Butcher: Tim Bone
Union Hotel: Ben Pollock
IGA: Darcey Alexander
White Hart: Toby Marshall
Seniors: Nhill vs Warracknabeal

Nhill 89 to Warracknabeal 59 . : .
Dmd: Liam Albreacht EDEN Woodward is an incredibly deserving recipient

Union Hotel: Darcey Honeyman of the Blue Ribbon Award.
IGA: Jake McQueen Her passion and dedication for netball is evident every
White Hart: Xav Bone
Players player: Bronte Hiscock

time she steps on the court. She gives her all and is a crafty
and clever defender. Her athleticism and height are both
attributes to her success, as well as the way she reads the play.
Eden always plays the game in the best of spirits, en-
couraging her teammates, respecting the umpires and her
opponents and exuding excitement in her team’s success.
Eden is a role model on and off the court, with not only
her sportsmanship, but showing others how to volunteer
and play a role through her commitment to umpiring.
The smile that lives on Edens face says it all.

BLUE RIBBON
FOUNDATION
SPIRIT OF
FOOTBALL AWARD

DOUGLAS was awarded the Blue Ribbon Foundation
Spirit of Football Award for the Nhill Sporting Club
on Saturday.

Douglas displays a consistent commitment to teamwork,
always encouraging those around him and contributing to
a positive club culture. His conduct on and off the field
demonstrates exceptional fair play, showing integrity in
every contest. He also models strong respect for teammates,
opponents and officials, making him a standout ambassador

for the club.

Moddies-Harlow and Sienna.

NHILL NETBALL ROUND 8

Nhill Tigers vs Warrack Eagles

Grade Score - Nhill / Opposition | Best on Court Sponsor Coaches Award Sponsor

Moddies Sienna Campbell silos Harlow Westmix concrete

13 & Under Nhill 15 v Warrack 19 Zahra Cook Drilling Helena bistro @farmers

15 & Under Nhill 13 - Warrack 40 Sophie Luv a Duck Micaela Farmers Arms

17 & Under Nhill 37 v Warrack 42 Rachel Shurdington Farmers Arms Hotel Nellie Nossack Wimmera Beef

A Grade Nhill 37 v Warrack 40 Ruby James Warrack Butchers Shae-Lea Fischer Westmix Concrete

B Grade Nhill 50 v Warrack 36 Emma Beer Nhill IGA Kristy Alexander Ahren's

C Grade Nhill 40 v Warrack 33 Aroha Beazley White Hart Hotel Amaya Woodward Nhill & District Funerals
CRes Nhill 19 v Warrack 33 Tasha Engelbrecht Union Hotel Jess Dahlenburg Horsham Wool






